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As I was listening to that song and trying to wrestle with the lyrics of it in my own life for 
a little while, I began to realize that God has invited us, you and I, to experience Him 
through His word.  For some of us He is inviting us to experience him in a fresh and new 
way that maybe we’ve never had before.  And my prayer for this moment has been that 
God would reveal himself like never before to us.  That we would come to know Him 
and His heart in a deeper, more intimate way than we’ve ever experienced before.  And 
that for some of you, that you would get it.  That you would get it to the degree that 
because of your experience with God, your life would never be the same again.  

And so this morning all I want to do is share a story with you.  It’s an amazing story of 
love and sacrifice; of betrayal and return; of loss and redemption.  It’s a story that 
doesn’t begin with you or with me, or people like you and me, but it’s a story that begins 
with God.  It’s a story that may be familiar to you, but my prayer is that you would lean in 
and absorb the text that God has been sending us for thousands of years.  A message 
that is so full of who He is and how much He loves us.  And I know that we in church 
throw that phrase around a lot “God loves you” but I wonder how many of us actually 
get it.  I wonder how many of us have ever had that “falling to our knees because of our 
deep realization of how much God loves us” moment.  The realization where we say “I 
get it!  The God of the universe is in love with me!  I’m 28 years old, not sure about a lot 
of things in my future, I’m trying to do the best I can but even in the face of all that, GOD 
LOVES ME and that’s what matters.”  

And so I want to share His story with us.  I want to share His text message with you this 
morning.  A text message that is too good to be true.  A text message that says: GOD 
LOVES US.

The Bible tells us that in the beginning, before there was anything created; before there 
was an earth, before there were mountains or trees, before there were stars and 
planets, there was GOD.  And God, the Bible tells us, didn’t need anything.  He was 
complete and completely satisfied with himself.  Completely self-sufficient.  But God 
said, “I’m going to create something” and so out of nothing but his word, the Bible tells 
us that God created everything; spoke it into existence.  Water, land, grass, trees, 
mountains, valleys, animals, birds, flowers, sky, stars, planets, space itself.  And God 
didn’t create it because he needed it, He didn’t create because he was lonely, God 
didn’t create it because He was bored, God created because he wanted to put on 
display his power and his glory.  And in that moment, He began the greatest story ever 
written, the greatest painting ever painted… In the beginning God created.  

And God looked over all he created… and it pleased him.  Everything was perfect… 
except one thing:  There was none of his creation that was like him.  None of his 
creation bore his image.  So God stooped down to the dirt of the earth, picked it up, and 
formed the first man and breathed his very life into him.  Then he took the first man’s rib 
and created woman from it.  And finally his creation was finished.  It was perfect.  
Creation that bore the image of the creator.  Creation that would forever display the 
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power and love of God and be a reminder that God has stamped us with himself.  We 
bear the very image of God.  You and I are of great worth because we are created in 
God’s very image.  

Maybe you’re here this morning and you’ve felt pretty worthless.  Maybe you’ve thought 
that you’re life serves no purpose.  But I’m here to tell you this morning that God loves 
you, and he created you, he formed you, he fashioned you with HIS image to be a 
display of His power, HIS love, and HIS worth.  You are of GREAT WORTH to God.   So 
much so that even when God had every chance to turn his back and walk away from his 
creation and say “I’m through with you because of your disobedience” he didn’t.  
Instead, he pursued us, he chased us, he found us because HE LOVES US.  

You see, everything was perfect in the beginning.  Everything was in perfect relationship 
with each other.  God and man were in perfect relationship with each other, but 
everything changed so quickly.  The story just fell apart because of one fateful decision 
in the garden.  The first human beings turned their backs on God.  In a moment of 
weakness, in a moment of selfish pleasure, they disobeyed the commands of God and 
wanted to do things their own way.  And they ate the forbidden fruit. And in one moment, 
everything that we hate about the world: sickness, disease, hunger, death, wars came 
flooding in and sin entered into the story. And God could have, at that moment, said “I’m 
through with you” and turned and walked away from his creation and He would have 
been well within His right to do so, but he didn’t.  Instead, because of His love, he 
pursued them.  He cried out “Adam where are you? I want a relationship with you still.” 
HE LOVES US.  Even in the midst of their disobedience.  

And God is pursuing you and I the same way.  It doesn’t matter how broken you are or 
how filthy you feel or what you’ve done, God is pursuing you.  God is chasing after you.  
God is saying “Where are you because I LOVE YOU.  I want a relationship with you.”  
And we don’t understand this kind of love.  It’s almost too good to be true because if 
someone does something against us we want nothing to do with them.  But we rebelled 
against God and he says “I still love you, I still want a relationship with you.”  That kind 
of love just blows my mind.
He had every opportunity to turn and walk away… but he still chased after his people.

He had a perfect opportunity to walk away at the flood.
God surveyed the entire earth looking for anyone, ANYONE who was righteous.  And all 
he found was one family.  One small family who wanted to obey Him.  One small family 
who wanted to follow Him among the hundreds of thousands.  He could have, in that 
moment said “This is worthless, I’m just going to destroy everything… nothing is as I 
created it to be.”  But instead, He chose to pursue a man named Noah.  He said to him, 
“I want to use you to repopulate My creation.  I’m going to destroy everything with a 
flood, but I am going to rescue you.  I am going to provide a way of escape for you.”  He 
could have done away with all of it.  He could have walked away… but instead he 
pursued his people out of His great love.
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He had a perfect opportunity to walk away when Israel chose a king over Him.
God had rescued the Israelites from the Egyptians and brought them out of slavery and 
gave them an amazing land to dwell in.  Yet His very own people rejected him with the 
cry of “We want a human king just like every other nation.”  In essence saying to God, 
“You are not enough.”  God had the perfect opportunity to say “I’m finished,” but instead, 
he gave them their wish and gave them a king named Saul who turned out to be a 
wicked King.  After Saul, God chose a man named David to be king.  David was 
someone who was close to the heart of God but even he, in a moment of weakness, 
stumbled hard when he committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her husband 
murdered to keep it silent.  God could have said in those moments, “You don’t want me?  
Fine.”  And He could have walked away from His creation.  But He didn’t.  In fact, He 
pursued his people.  

He had a perfect opportunity to walk away when his people rejected His prophets.
Many kings later after David and Solomon, there were wicked kings who rose to power 
in Israel.  They split the nation into a North/ South feud and introduced Idol worship 
instead of God worship to Israel.  So God allowed other nations to overtake them and 
exile the people of Israel to other countries.  Jerusalem was overtaken, the Temple of 
God was destroyed, and many of the people of God were taken into captivity.  Before all 
of this God raised up men called prophets who would speak on his behalf to his people.  
But his people rejected the prophets.  The prophets message was simple: “Turn back to 
God.”  But instead they insulted the prophets and even abused them.  One prophet, 
named Jeremiah, was even thrown into a pit.  And then Babylon came and ransacked 
Israel, completely destroying it.
God could have, in that moment, walked away from His creation & walked away from 
his people.  He could have said “Enough is enough.  I have pursued and pursued those 
whom I have created, yet they still choose to run away from me.  I am done.”  And if you 
were living in that day… taken into captivity, seeing family members and friends 
murdered in front of you, you just had to wonder “Is God going to abandon us?”  For 
years and years God had kept pursuing and pursuing but this time, at the very end of 
the Old Testament, it seemed that God had left.  That God had gone silent.  

And 400 years went by. Nothing.  Not a judge.  Not a prophet.  Not a word from 
God.  Nothing.  Just… SILENCE.  
And you had to wonder, “Is God finally through with us?”
It had been prophesied that there would be a Son, a redeemer who would save the 
people…  and God has always kept his promises… but after 400 years of nothing, that 
hope was fading fast.  

And then one night in the sky above a field where some shepherds were tending 
to their sheep, Heaven opened up and proclaimed to earth, “I have not abandoned 
you, I have not forsaken you, I have not walked away! I LOVE YOU! Do not be 
afraid… for today in Bethlehem… YOUR SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN!”
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So these shepherds went.  And in Bethlehem, in a dark, cave like stable barely fit for 
animals, they encounter a baby boy who would forever change the story.  They 
encounter the Son of God.  They encounter Jesus.  They encounter the physical display 
of God’s ultimate love.

It had been over 400 years since people had last heard any form of good news.  They 
were hurt, diseased, religiously oppressed by people who claimed to know God but 
really didn’t.  And they were wondering, “God, are you there?  Do you love me?”  

And Jesus came and lived among those kinds of people.  He healed them, he forgave 
their sins, and he gave them a new way to live and a new hope.  People who hadn’t had 
hope for hundreds of years suddenly were coming face to face with the love of God 
because of Jesus.  God had moved into their neighborhood. And it was FINALLY GOOD 
NEWS.  He said things like “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  And people believed him.  And they followed him.

And for 33 years, Jesus was the physical manifestation… the good news that “GOD 
STILL LOVES YOU.”  His message was not judgment or condemnation.  His message 
was that God loves you and is still pursuing you and still wants a deep relationship with 
you.  His message is that there is hope!

His message was a controversial message though.  It was one that the religious leaders 
of Israel hated and one that the imperial rulers of Rome despised.  

His message eventually reached the ears of the ruler of Rome named Augustus Caesar 
who believed his dad, Julius Caesar was god and so, therefore believed that he was the 
son of god.  Augustus Caesar wanted everyone to worship him as the son of God so 
you can just imagine the tension when there was news being spread about another son 
of God a Jewish Carpenter at that.  

To the religious leaders of Israel Jesus message was blasphemy… to the Roman 
empire Jesus message was treasonous… so it started to spread rapidly that this man, 
Jesus, must die.  

So he was falsely accused.  He was betrayed by one of his own friends.  He was 
mocked, beaten, spit upon, whipped until you could hardly recognize him.  He was 
taken to the Roman official Pilate who said “I want nothing to do with this… you kill him.”  
And then…  The Son of God, the physical representation of the Love of God for the 
world… was executed in one of the most excruciating ways possible.  He was crucified.  
They drove nails through his hands and one through his feet into rough, splintery boards  
that splintered off into his skin and that would ultimately serve his death sentence.  They 
hung him on that cross, on those boards between two of the vilest criminals, making a 
complete mockery of him.  
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He could barely breath.  His body weighed heavy on the nails that were through his 
hands.  But through all of this… He remained silent.  Because this was God’s plan.  It 
was God’s plan that Jesus die.  Just when you would think that God would have walked 
away and said “I even sent my own Son to pursue you and you killed him,” God used 
the worst act in the human history of rebellion against Him as an act of love toward US.  
Because the death of Jesus satisfied God’s anger against our sin… our disobedience.  
Jesus became our sacrifice.  He became the WAY to the father.  And as he hung there, 
already dead… the sky went black, the thunder roared, and the roman guards that were 
watching him die said “We have just killed the Son of God.”

They took his body down off the cross and buried him in a rich man named Joseph’s 
tomb.  They were afraid that someone would steal his body or worse, so they set up a 
guard in front of the tomb and rolled a huge rock in front of it and sealed it.  

One day went by… NOTHING.  SILENCE.

Jesus friends scattered.  His disciples abandoned him.

Two days went by… NOTHING.  SILENCE.

But on the morning of the third day, the ultimate power and love of God came ringing 
out loud and clear.  This was a morning that changed and shaped history forever.  A 
morning that would forever alter the story.  

Mary Magdalene, a former prostitute, came to the tomb to lay flowers to pay her 
respects to Jesus.  She had followed Jesus and just wanted to show her love for her 
leader.  But when she got there she saw that they tomb had been opened and there 
was no body in it.  She wept, wondering “Where have they taken Jesus?”  She saw a 
man whom she thought to be the gardener of the tomb and he asks her “Woman, why 
are you crying?” and she asks him “Where did they take him?”  And all it took was for 
him to say “Mary.”  She recognized him… Jesus.  He had risen from the dead… just as 
he had said he would.  Death and the grave could not hold the Son of God.  And this 
was God’s Ultimate message of Love… that Death was no longer going to have the last 
word in his creation.  That the fateful decision in the garden would no longer be the final 
authority… That HE would be the final authority.  That HE would conquer sin.  That HE 
would conquer death.  And it’s time to celebrate!  

And that those who would place their trust in him and what he accomplished on the 
cross and from the grave could have a loving relationship with the God of the universe 
who created them and loves them.  

He Loves Us.
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AND THAT… Is God’s text message to us.  That while we were still in complete 
rebellion against him, GOD LOVES US and sent Jesus to show it.

And that is the Text Message that God wants you to encounter.
And that is what this book is all about.  That is why we read it.  That is why we 
encounter it.  Because in it we find the Love of God for us, and a message that things 
don’t have to be the way they are.  

God Loves Us.

Maybe you’re here this morning and you’ve never realized how much God loves you.  
Maybe Jesus and the cross have always been something that you’ve been trying to 
work toward.  God is reaching down and saying to you “I love you… I’ve taken care of 
it… just trust and believe.”

Maybe you’re here and you just need a fresh reminder of how much God loves you.  

That is His text message that is too good to be true:  He Loves Us.
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