
INTRODUCTION:
We are starting a series this afternoon for three weeks called “Who is Jesus?”  We are 
excited about this series.  We feel that this is a very important series for two reasons: 1) 
it will help you understand who Jesus really is, & 2) it’s a great topic to bring a friend to 
that maybe you’ve been trying to explain this to or always wanted to explain this to, but 
either didn’t know what to say or you weren’t ready to say it.  So tonight to start out with,  
I want to give you some background information as to why we chose this topic to go 
after and what the ideas behind it are.  

{sidenote: we provided notesheets for this series because there is a lot of good 
info about Jesus that will be taught and we wanted you to somehow retain this 
information.}

In our culture today… and in almost every culture after Jesus lived on this planet… 
people have argued, debated, guessed, and blurted out opinions as to who Jesus is or 
was.   There are so many different opinions in our world about Jesus.  TV is talking 
about him.  Music talks about him.  Movies are made about him.  Religions are started 
based upon his teachings.  There are T-shirts, action figures, bobble heads.  Political 
debates center around him.  Elections are won and lost based upon the candidate’s 
opinions about him.  Jesus is one of the most loved and hated people ever in history.   
But with so many opinions out there… so many voices about who he is or was… this 
begs the question:  “Who is Jesus?”  

So that is what we want to go after in this 3 week series.  We want to help you grasp a 
REAL picture of who Jesus is so that you’ll be able to tell the difference between the 
real thing and a counterfeit.  

So here’s where we are going in the next few weeks:
Tonight we want to answer the question: “Who is the REAL Jesus?”
Next week & July 13 we want to answer some FAQ’s about this Jesus and what we 
need to do as a result of him.

Tonight:  “WHO IS THE REAL JESUS?”

MATTHEW 16:13

Background: Jesus has been doing his ministry of teaching, baptizing, healing, 
miracles, etc… and he has a pretty big following.  But here’s the catch: nobody 
really knows who he really is.  They have guesses, but no solid, concrete 
answers.  Even Jesus’ own disciples aren’t sure of who Jesus really is.  

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?’  They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
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Jesus is asking his followers a simple but complicated question: “What’s the verdict?  
What are the opinions out there among the people of who I am?”

Even when Jesus was walking this planet… there were several opinions about who 
Jesus was.  

This question that Jesus asked… if we were to ask that question today… what would 
we hear?

{Video}

Today I want to quickly talk about 4 major opinions that are out there about who Jesus 
is.  And then expound on the one that I believe the Bible teaches.

Opinion #1: The __POP-CULTURE/MEDIA__ Jesus.

Jesus is all over pop-culture.  He frequents shows like South Park & the simpsons; He’s 
on t-shirts and clothing, including the ever popular “Jesus is my homeboy” t-shirt worn 
by the likes of Madonna, Ashton Kutcher, Ben Affleck, Pamela Anderson, & Brad Pitt.  
Hundreds of movies have been made about him, including recent blockbuster hits like 
The Passion of the Christ, The Da Vinci Code, and the ever-weird Canadian horror/
kungfu/musical called Jesus Christ Vampire Hunter.  Jesus even shows up in 
Talladega Nights: the ballad of Ricky Bobby when Ricky prays to {and you can quote 
it if you know it}… an “8 pound 6 ounce, newborn baby Jesus… in golden fleece 
diapers.”

Musically, everyone from Kanye West to the Killers to Green Day, U2, and Carrie 
Underwood have songs about Jesus.  

Pop culture and media are infatuated with Jesus.  As best as I can tell… here is what 
Pop-Culture and the media are portraying Jesus as:

 “Jesus was a good man who did good things.  He tried to teach people how to 
love others and not to judge.  He was martyred for his cause.”
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Opinion #2: The __PAINTED__Jesus.

I think that this is actually the most familiar to a lot of us.  When most people think of 
Jesus… this is the image that pops into their mind {Pic of Jesus}.  The problem with 
most of the paintings of Jesus is this… they are not historically accurate.  In fact… if you 
take a good look @ all the paintings of Jesus out there, you’ll find that the consensus is 
that Jesus was a tall white man with long flowing blonde hair.  

But that isn’t correct.  Jesus was a Jewish man.  

The painted Jesus portrays Jesus as:

“Jesus was a weak, passive guy with long blonde hair who looked like your mom 
with a beard.  He was killed.”

Opinion #3: the __CHURCHY__Jesus.

I’ve been watching a lot of TV churches lately.  I don’t know why.  Anyway… I’m 
astounded by what I hear TV preachers say about church and Jesus.  It seems like 
what they are saying is that if your life is not good… and that if you have any problems 
or any money issues… then you need Jesus because Jesus came to solve all of those 
problems.  It seems as if they are saying that once you get Jesus… you’re life will be all 
roses all the time, and that you’ll never have sickness or problems with your money.  
And if you just had more faith and send in a check every month to this TV preacher to 
pray for you… then you’ll get a special cloth to pray with that makes God hear you more 
clearly and then your physical sickness problems and your money problems will go 
away.  What’s the problem with that?  Well… the problem is that it is just not true.  Jesus  
did not come so that you’ll never be sick again.  Jesus didn’t come so that you’ll be rich.  
But that is the opinion that is out there when it comes to the churchy Jesus.  If I could 
sum up the churchy Jesus into one sentence… this is what I would say:

“Jesus came so that you would be physically well and monetarily rich.  The 
reason you aren’t is because you don’t have enough faith.”

Opinion #4: the __VINTAGE__ Jesus.

Then we have the VINTAGE Jesus.  Vintage means “denoting something of high quality, 
especially from the past or a characteristic of the best period of something.”  What I 
mean when I say vintage Jesus is that there are all these other views, other pictures, 
other ideas of who Jesus was… but there is a BEST view of who he is.  There is a 
classic view… and that view is from what the Bible says about him.  
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The best picture we have of who Jesus is or was is from the Biblical accounts of his life.  
There are history books written with his life in them… but not to the detail that the Bible 
accurately portrays.  Looking back at Matthew 16… I love the disciples reaction to 
Jesus’ question of “who do people say I am?”  It’s almost as if they’re not sure either.  
Then Jesus asks a more personal question.

Matthew 16:15-16

“But what about you?”  he asked.  “Who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

I want to give you a look into who the VINTAGE jesus is… here are five Characteristics 
of who Jesus is.

JESUS CAME TO TAKE CARE OF THE PROBLEM OF __SIN__.

In the Old Testament, way in the beginning of the Bible, we read that man is plagued by 
sin.  Sin is a curse on humanity brought on by our original and ongoing disobedience to 
God.  God asked the first man and woman to obey him and not eat a certain fruit from a 
certain tree.  They disobeyed God and sought their own independent will, and thus sin 
entered into mankind.  Because of that disobedience mankind must now die both 
physically and eternally.  There was no escape.  But Jesus came to take care of the 
problem of sin.  He came to take it away for those who would believe in him.  

Look what John the Baptist, who was a major spiritual leader at the time of Jesus, said 
about him:

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  John 1:29

they used to have to sacrifice a spotless, perfect lamb once a year to cover over their 
sins for that year… now John was saying “Jesus is God’s sacrificial lamb… no more 
sacrifices because He will not just cover your sin… he will take it away!”

JESUS CAME TO __SEEK & SAVE__ THE LOST.

Jesus talked over and over again about the fact that people are lost and that they need 
to be found.  

Sin causes people to be lost.  Jesus came to rescue us!

{Story of Dwight and guys in wilderness: two guys got lost… Dwight went back in 
the dark to find them and help them carry their canoe and go in the right direction 
and bring them back to camp}
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That’s kind of like our story.  Sin makes human beings lost in their pursuit and search for 
relationship with God… so God sent Jesus to find us and rescue us.    That’s what 
Jesus means when he says:

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”   Luke 19:10

JESUS CAME TO SHOW US __WHO GOD IS__.

The Old Testament promised that a child would be born and his name would be called 
“Immanuel” which means “God is with us.”  Jesus came to be “God with us.”  We can all 
try to guess at what God is like…  but Jesus came to show us what God is like.  

Look at this verse:

“No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has 
made him known.”       John 1:18

The writer of the book of John has spent the previous 17 verses trying to explain to us 
that Jesus is, in fact, God himself.  That somehow God exists in Jesus and in the 
Father.  We call this the Trinity.  I’ll speak more about this next week.  But after getting 
us to understand that Jesus is in fact “God with us” he says that No one has ever seen 
or understood who God is… but Jesus… the One and Only… has made Him known.  
Jesus helps us see who God is.  

Joan Osborne sang a song years ago called “What if God was one of us”  {you’ve 
probably never heard it… if you have then great}… the premise of the song is what 
would it be like if God was here on earth… where would he go?  What would he be like? 
the writer of John is telling us… listen… God was one of us… his name is Jesus.

JESUS CAME TO GIVE US __A NEW WAY TO LIVE__.

Jesus not only came to seek and save the lost, but he came to show us a new way to 
live… a new way to be human.  And that way is based in LOVE.  Love God… Love 
people.  That is the way of Jesus.  That is the way of God.  

Jesus said: 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”   John 10:10

Jesus came to give us a new way of living.  
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We need to learn to live the way Jesus wants us to live.  A life that is all about our Love 
for God and our Love for others.

JESUS CAME TO GIVE US AN __ETERNAL HOPE__.

Jesus talked a lot about eternity.  He wanted us to understand that we have a huge, 
important role as it relates to how we live here… but he also wanted us to understand 
our relationship with eternity.  Jesus didn’t just come to give us a great life here… he 
came to give us eternal life… an eternal hope.

“that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.”       John 3:15-16

These verses are key to our understanding of who Jesus is and why he came.  He 
came and died on a cross as a sacrifice for your sin and mine.  He came to offer us 
rescue.  He knew we were lost… and he came to seek us out and rescue us from sin.  
And whoever would believe in him will not only have a new way to live that is fulfilling… 
but will live even though he dies… they will live eternally with God.  

That is the good news of Jesus.  

That is the REAL JESUS.  

If you have any questions about this… any of our leaders would love to listen to them 
and try our best to answer them.  Just let us know.

Next week we are going to try and answer some frequently asked questions about 
Jesus.  Like:  is he really God?  If so, How human was he then?  Why did his mom have 
to be a virgin?  Was he really perfect?  What was the cross all about?

{PRAY}
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